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Goodbye to Year 6! 
 

As record temperatures hit the UK this week we say goodbye to the Year 6 and wish them all 
the best in their future endeavours at Secondary School and beyond. Last week Year 6 pro-
duced what I can only describe as one of the best Year 6 productions I have ever seen. The 
quality of acting, singing, stage management and choreography was exceptional. Last Wednes-
day’s performances delighted parents, staff and children alike. It truly was a fantastic team effort 
from everyone involved and a fantastic way to send off this year’s Year 6 who it must be noted 
have missed much of their time at Elmwood Juniors due to Covid restrictions over the last few 
years. 
 
I am sure that you will want to join me in wishing them all the best in the coming years and 
please do come back and visit to let us know how you are getting on, not just in Secondary 
School, but in your careers and wherever your life journey takes you. 
 
Inside this half term’s newsletter you will see Elmwood Juniors is full of life with lots of amazing 
events from STEM week, Sports Days to Book Weeks and the Year 6 production. It has been a 
fantastic term. One of my highlights was our first post Covid Elmwood Summer Fair. We had an 
amazing turn out and the day was a huge success. A big thank you for all of your support. 
 
As we look towards the Summer Break I want to wish you and your family well, have a safe 
summer holiday and we look forward to welcoming you and your child back in September. We 
are already making lots of plans, it will certainly be an exciting new academic year for us all. 
 
Until then have a safe summer holiday for you and your family. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Mr Marston 
Headteacher 



 

Dates for your Diary Autumn 2022 

 Monday 5th September  First Day of Term  

Please note school starts at 8:40 and will finish at 15:10 
from September 

The gates will open at 8:30 

Monday 12th to Thursday 15th September  

Meet the teacher week — details to follow  

Farewell to Mrs Maharaj 

 

I would like to share the sad news that Mrs Maharaj, our long-standing librarian will be retiring at the end 
of this month. Mrs Maharaj has been working for Elmwood Juniors for over 21 years. During that time, 
she has been a class teacher, led the school’s RE curriculum as well as running the library. Most nota-
bly Mrs Maharaj has been involved in the running of the Rights Respecting Council, and ensuring that 
Elmwood Juniors maintains its status as a Gold Award Rights Respecting School. I am sure you would 
like to join me in thanking Mrs Maharaj for her outstanding service to Elmwood Juniors over many years. 
Her impact, dedication and care towards the children, and her profound legacy on pupils both past and 
present cannot be overstated. 

 

We now wish her all the best in her well-deserved retirement. I believe that Mrs Maharaj eventually 
hopes to return to South Africa at some point in the not-so-distant future. In the meantime, I am pleased 
that Mrs Maharaj will continue to keep strong links with Elmwood Juniors as she has accepted the op-
portunity to become a governor for the school. 

 

Thank you, Mrs Maharaj, on behalf of the children, parents and staff past and present at Elmwood Jun-
iors for your outstanding contribution to our school! 

 



Year 6 production of Oliver 

On Tuesday 12th July and Wednesday 13th July, Year 6 performed their production of ‘Oliver’ to 

three separate audiences. This was a roaring success with many of the staff and parents saying 

it was the best Year 6 production ever! 

MIP roll call for July! 

The Most Improved Person Award (MIP) - based on a special award handed out every year in 
the US NBA Basketball series. This half terms MIP’s, awarded for their overall attitude and 
approach to school life are; 

A huge well done to all these children for showing you can improve if you really focus and try 
your very best to improve yourself. 

3S 3B 3A 3M 

Alodia David Child A Shay 

4K 4F 4R 4H 

Azaariah Kaya Medina Orion 

5P 5S 5W 5J 

Arber  Kivalli Monika Neymar 

6O 6P 6C 6S 

Nesrine Gladstone Keseana  Mozhdah  



STEM Week  

27th June—1st July 

This year, the children started STEM week with a won-
derful assembly which was run by Miss Sleight, the Digi-
tal Leaders and the Science Ambassadors. The Digital 
Leaders introduced the assembly and shared the theme 
of the week with the children, ‘Growth’. They then looked 
at various experiments and people in the digital world 
who had achieved some amazing things and the Science 
Ambassadors performed one of their favourite experi-
ments ‘the lava lamp’ for the children. 

Over the week, children worked in pairs to research a set 
of medicinal plants and used this to inform the design of 
their year groups’ planter. Once they had completed their 
paper sketch design, they used this to create a digital 
version on TinkerCAD. The winning design was planted 
out into the school garden during the following week. 

All children also took part in a hands-on and engaging 
coding workshop run by Cool Coders. By the end of the 

session, they had a good understanding of what an algorithm is and how they are implemented 
as programs on digital devices. They were able to solve problems by breaking down larger tasks 
into smaller tasks and used sequence, selection and repetition in programs, working with varia-
bles and various forms of input and output. 

The Year 6 children also took part in a bridge building 
workshop which was run by the local engineering 
company Mott Macdonald. At the end of the week, 
three children from each class were chosen to attend 
a gifted and talented workshop with Mr Ozgu where 
they were able to explore how a CNC (Computer Nu-
merical Control) machine works and create their own 
engraving. 

 

Let Your Feet Compete Dance Competition 

On Monday 11th July, the 

Year 5 and 6 dance team 

went to Trinity School to 

compete in the dance com-

petition ‘Let Your Feet 

Compete’, held by Croydon 

School sport partnership. 

They landed themselves 

4th place overall!  



Sports Day 

On Wednesday 29th June and Thursday 30th June, 
Elmwood Junior School had our Sports Day. The weath-
er played its part on Wednesday morning, resulting in a 
postponement for the Lower Juniors however, we rear-
ranged for the following day and Upper School were able 
to continue with their Sports Day on Wednesday after-
noon. Team spirit flowed throughout the event which cul-
minated in a Teachers Race, which was a highlight for 
many!! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hockey Tournament at Trinity 

 

 

 

 

 

A group of Years 5 & 6 children 

had the fantastic opportunity to 

attend a hockey tournament in 

June. As ever, our Elmwood rep-

resentative shone brightly and 

were a credit to the school in 

their behaviour and sporting per-

formances. 

 Book Week and the famous Chil-
dren author Dan Freedman visit 

to Elmwood Juniors 
 
This term we celebrated Book 
Week; the theme this year was 
dreams and ideas. This included an 
inspirational visit by author Dan 
Freedman, reading clubs where up-
per school children read to lower 
school children and ‘the masked 
reader’ where children had to guess 
which teachers were reading in dis-
guise.  
 
The week culminated in prizes 
awarded to the best writers and fan-
cy dress efforts of the week!  



ELMWOOD SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS—June/July 2022 

Year 6 Girls Football Final of the Croydon Cup– Thursday 9th June 
Result: Elmwood 5 vs 3 Heavers Farm 
Mr Parkhouse report: - The girls showed tremendous resilience to go from 3-1 up and seem-
ingly in control in the final, to conceding two quickfire goals. At 3-3, the girls were able to 
take control of the game once more and win the Croydon Cup as 5-3 victors. This is a huge 
achievement for the school and everyone involved should feel particularly proud of them-
selves. 
 
In the Croydon League play-off finals Elmwood girls lost on penalties in the Semi finals. 
However in the 3rd/4th play off they played Gilbert Schott Primary School and convincing 
won 4-1. A huge well done to our Elmwood girls football team once again! 
 
Athletics 
At Elmwood we are very fortunate to have gifted athletes and this year was no different. In 
our weekly Athletics club, we found our Athletics squad to be hard-working, resilient and con-
fident as they trained in their respective events for the Croydon Schools Athletics Champion-
ships. On 20th June (boys), 22nd June (girls) and 24th June (finals) our children competed in 
this event. The boys went first with three qualifying (Year 3 sprint, Year 6 long jump, Year 6 
cricket ball throw) for the Croydon finals on the Friday. Our girls’ turn came on Wednesday 
with three girls missing out on qualification by just one place! Overall it was a successful day 
with qualifiers reaching the finals in the following events: Year 3 sprint, Year 5 sprint, Year 6 
sprint and relay).  
 
We arrived at Croydon Arena on Friday with 9 finalists and we performed with sportsmanship 
and grace in both victory and defeat. The sprints were split into semi finals and finals with 
our Year 3 boys and girls both making the finals of their event. While there was no overall 
Croydon champion this year, it is certainly looking bright for the future in Athletics at 
Elmwood Junior School. 
 

Elmwood Learner Profile 

After meeting with Elmwood staff, children and parents we now have our definitive Elmwood 
Junior learner profile key words. These are the key attributes we expect from all children here at 
Elmwood Juniors. Over the coming years you will be hearing a lot more about these key words 
as we look to teach, encourage and embed these values to all Elmwood children (and adults as 
well!) 



Welcoming our new Year 3’s! 

In the week beginning 
4th July, the Year 3s 
had a transition week 
with the Year 2s from 
the infants. They were 
excellent role models 
who even helped solve 
a few Maths problems 
on the playground as 
you can see. We look 
forward to welcoming 
our new Year 3 intake 
this September! 

Year 4 Trip to London Zoo 
 
The Year 4s went on a trip to London Zoo where they had lots of fun and learned all about 
animals and their habitats. 

 

Spelling Bee Champions 2022!!! 

This year we conducted our first ever Elmwood Spelling Bee Championships. Based on the 

Spelling Bee competitions made famous in the United States and the excellent Akeela and the 

Bee film, all children at Elmwood Juniors took 

part in the Spelling Bee competition. Winners 

for each class then had to compete in a second 

round between year groups before an Elmwood 

Spelling Bee Final was conducted on Monday 

18th July. Four finalists duelled it out, demon-

strating their awesome spelling skills in front of 

a keen audience of Upper and Lower Juniors. 

Congratulations to all the finalists. Hopefully this 

will inspire more children to take on the Spelling 

Bee challenge in future years. 

 

2021/22 Attendance Awards 

This year’s attendance award for the high-

est attendance through out the whole aca-

demic year goes to 4R with 96.6%.  

Overall the Elmwood Junior class attend-

ance average was 95.1%. As we 

(hopefully) come fully out of the influence 

of Covid we can achieve some much high-

er attendance results next year. 


