
                                                                                              

                                    

                                                                           
       

                         ELMWOOD JUNIOR SCHOOL          

              

         NEWSLETTER – Summer 1 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

 

Teacher and Parent/Carer Consultation Meeting 

Due to the Covid-19 measures put in place to minimise risk to staff, children and parents/carers, face-to-face 

consultation meetings were not arranged for this term. Class teachers arranged a phone conversation with 

parents/carers to discuss their child’s progress and the targets they have been set to make further progress. 

This was very successful and I hope you found it an informative discussion. 

 

You will also be receiving your child’s end of year report before the end of the summer term. 

 

Since the full opening in March, the children have engaged in assessment activities to ensure teachers 

provide targeted support to those who need it most. This has included 1:1 mentoring and small group tuition 

to address gaps in children’s knowledge and understanding. They also have access to an on-site Counsellor 

where this is considered appropriate. 

 

Whilst we continue to work within DFE guidance we have still been able to arrange activities which the 

children have enjoyed.  

 

Red Nose Day 

On Friday 19 March, the children took part in activities to support ‘Red Nose Day’, which is a fundraising 

event run by Comic Relief which takes place every two years. Children and staff came to school dressed in 

Red and donated to Comic Relief, a UK charity which aims to create a just world, free from poverty. 

The children learnt about issues children around the world face and how money raised can help them. 

Thank you to all parents/carers who supported this event. 

 

School Council 

On Wednesday 24th March, the school council held its first ‘virtual’ meeting on ‘Google Meet’ and all 

sixteen representatives attended.  

The school council enables all children to have a real say in matters involving the school. Mr Ozgu, the chair 

of the council, is keen to ensure that the children understand that they have a voice and are involved in 

decisions about the school that affect them.  Through the School Council, all children have the opportunity 

to raise issues with their elected member, share their ideas and take part in discussions that involve all of 

their classmates in reaching a democratic solution.  Wider issues that arise at School Council are discussed 

further with senior leaders.  

 

End of term digital show 

To finish the spring term, the children enjoyed watching two digital shows performed by Hobgoblin Theatre 

Company: Treasure Island- with all the classic characters from the Robert Louis Stephenson book 



The History of Maths – a numeracy show that took the children through history where each different time 

period dealt with a different maths idea. It was funny, silly and a great way of getting the children 

enthusiastic about Maths. 

 

History/Geography Week 

To start the summer term, the children took part in History/ Geography week. Both subjects were planned 

carefully to ensure maximum coverage of the National Curriculum. Children were immersed in skill based 

geography: using atlases, geographical language and maps to develop their confidence. For History, children 

researched and learnt about the ancient civilisations listed below: 

 

Year 3 – The Maya Civilisation 

Year 4 – Ancient Greece 

Year 5 – Kingdom of Benin 

Year 6 – Early Islamic Civilisation 

 

To conclude the week, the geography and history quiz took place in classrooms this year with an upper and 

lower school Kahoot quiz, encouraging healthy competition between the different houses! Work compiled 

from the week is currently on display in classrooms.  

 

Mental Health Awareness Week 

The week of May 10th to 16th was Mental Health Awareness Week.  The theme this year was ‘nature’ which 

gave staff and pupils the opportunity to enjoy some spring weather (including spring showers!) whilst 

making the most of all the outdoor space our school is fortunate to have.  Fresh air and a connection with 

nature all help to promote positive wellbeing.  Mrs Devecioglu, school mental health lead, provided all class 

teachers with the poster below which gave them examples of activities, which they could complete with 

their class. 

  



The work above is just one example of these activities.  It was completed by a Year 5 pupil who chose to 

work independently to complete this, whilst sitting under a tree, on our school field. 

 

National Art Competition 

For the month of May we have been participating in a national art competition run by the Royal Mail. 

Children have been creating their unique stamp design to honor a ‘Hero of the Pandemic’ and celebrate 

someone in their lives or in the community who has helped us get through a difficult time. Children’s 

designs will be sent into the competition for finalists to be chosen from across the UK. These finalists will 

even have their entries sent to the Queen for her approval. Entries are being collected from across the school 

and some great stamp designs are also on display in the virtual Art Studio.  

 

Outdoor Learning 

Year 6 have embarked on an outdoor learning project in the school’s garden area.  The main objective of the 

garden area is for children to get a sense of the great outdoors and to experience the process of growing a 

variety of fruit and vegetables.  Gardening offers so many fun and interesting opportunities for children, and 

teaches them invaluable lessons.  They are learning about the different species of plants and what these 

plants need to help them grow. They are also learning about the different seasons, weather and the affect 

they have on the plants.  Growing your own fruit and vegetables also links with a number of areas across the 

curriculum, one being the ‘Dig for Victory’ topic, which year 6 focus on as part of Britain in World War 

Two.  The gardening area is helping our children relive the outdoor opportunities that children of their age 

experienced in Britain during the Second World War.  

It is a well-known fact that if you engage children in growing their own vegetables, they gain a keen interest 

in eating them too.  It can sometimes be a real struggle to get children to eat healthy foods and enjoy them. 

Growing vegetables not only teaches them the hard work that it takes to grow them, but they get a sense of 

achievement knowing they are eating food they have grown themselves.  

The bio dome enabled the children to plant both indoors and outside and they are now watering and looking 

after them in the anticipation of a ‘bumper crop’ of healthy fruits and vegetables which will be shared with 

children across the school.  

 

 



STEM Week 
This year, the children voted in a pupil voice survey for the theme ‘Teamwork challenge to design and plant 

in Elmwood garden’.  

Over the week, children worked in pairs to research a set of plants and use this to inform the design of their 

year groups’ planter. Once they had completed their paper sketch design, they used this to create a digital 

version on TinkerCAD. The winning design was planted out into the school garden the following week.  

All children also created newspaper pots to plant out sunflower seeds, some of which will be going home to 

be planted out in their own gardens.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholastic Book Club 
To encourage the children to build up their own personal libraries, the School Library has set up a second  

Scholastic book Club from 24th May 2021 to 18th June 2021.   

The children took home a leaflet and a letter informing parents/carers that an Online Scholastic Book Club 

had been set up, and this information is also available on the school website.  

Books can be purchased online or via the school using the order form.  To order online, parents should use a 

credit/debit card only.  To order via school, parents need to send the order form and cash only, to the class 

teacher. 

The Scholastic Book Club is run by the school so that children can benefit from the excellent offers and save 

the cost of packaging and postage (£3.95 for orders under £25.00).  The school library also benefits by 

receiving 20% of the order value in free books. 

 

Swimming 

We are very pleased that Thornton Heath Leisure Centre has offered us a 2 week intensive swimming 
programme for all our year 6 classes. The sessions will commence in June and further details will be sent out 

after half term. 

We hope swimming lessons will start for all year groups from September. 

 

Class Photos 

Our school photographer is coming in to take class photographs on Friday 25 June. Please ensure your 

child is wearing their full school uniform. If they have fitness or games on this day, they should bring their 

P.E. kit in and will change before the session. 

 



Online Safety Resources for Parents 

If you are concerned about your child’s safety online, don’t forget the school website has a lot of useful 

resources and links to help you. Please go to www.elmwood-jun.croydon.sch.uk/e-safety-parents. 

 

Contact Details 

Please let the school know promptly if your contact details, address or phone numbers change, it is 

important that we are able to contact you. Also, if your child is leaving the school, other than at the end of 

Year 6, please notify the School Office as soon as possible, as there will be details and documentation we 

require from you.  

 

Punctuality  
 

There are still a number of children who regularly arrive at school late. Lateness is both upsetting for the 

child arriving late and is disruptive to the children already in class.  Please ensure your child arrives at 

school on time each day, so that they do not miss out on valuable learning time.  

A reminder of the start times: 

 

Year 3 and 4: Arrive between 8.40am to 8.55am 

Year 5 and 6: Arrive between 9.00am and 9.15am 

 

School closes today Friday, 28 May and reopens to children on Tuesday, 08 June. 

 

Whilst we all welcome the changes from the government’s roadmap, the virus is still very much out there.  

We are not planning to change anything in or around our school (at present) and our Risk Assessment still 

remains. 

 

Thank you for your continuing support. 

 

We wish you a very happy half term holiday.  

 

 

 

Ann Read  

Head Teacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.elmwood-jun.croydon.sch.uk/e-safety-parents


TERM DATES  

 

Summer Term 2021 

Open to Children   Monday, 19 April 

School Closed – Bank Holiday  Monday 03 May  

Closes (last day for children)  Friday, 28 May 

Half Term (school closed)  Monday, 31 May to Friday, 04 June (incl. Bank Hol) 

Closed to Children   Monday, 07 June – Teacher Training Day 

Open to children   Tuesday, 08 June 

Closes (last day for children)  Friday, 23 July  

 

Autumn Term 2021 
 

Closed to Children   Thursday, 02 September – Teacher Training Day 

Closed to children   Friday, 03 September – Teacher Training Day 

Open to children   Monday, 06 September 

Closes (last day for children)  Friday, 22 October 

Half Term (school closed)  Monday, 25 October to Friday, 29 October 

Closed to Children   Monday, 01 November – Teacher Training Day 

      

Open to Children   Tuesday, 02 November 

Closes (last day for children)  Friday, 17 December 

Spring Term 2022  

Open to children   Tuesday, 04 January 

Closes (last day for children)  Friday, 11 February 

Half Term (school closed)  Monday, 14 February to Friday, 18 February 

Closed to children   Monday, 21 February – Teacher Training Day  

Open to children   Tuesday, 22 February  

Closes (last day for children)  Friday, 08 April 

 

 



Summer Term 2022 

Open to Children   Monday, 25 April 

School Closed – Bank Holiday  Monday 02 May  

Closes (last day for children)  Friday, 27 May 

Half Term (school closed)  Monday, 30 May to Friday, 03 June (incl. Bank Hol) 

Closed to Children   Monday, 06 June – Teacher Training Day 

Open to children   Tuesday, 07 June 

Closes (last day for children)  Friday, 22 July  

 

 

 

 


