
 
Thursday 31st December 2020 

SCHOOL CLOSURE: DELAYED START TO SPRING TERM 2021 

Following the Education Minister’s announcement yesterday (Wednesday 30th December) 

it is now clear that Croydon schools, including our school, will not reopen on 4th January as 

planned.  This is disappointing for us all but understandable given the rapidly growing 

numbers of COVID-19 cases in London. 

ON MONDAY 4th JANUARY ELMWOOD JUNIOR SCHOOL WILL REMAIN CLOSED AND ALL 

CHILDREN WILL MOVE TO ON-LINE LEARNING.  

This will enable us to define our list of vulnerable children and children of critical key 

workers and allow us to put in place an effective staffing rota, based on teachers having to 

be both in school and leading remote learning. It will also allow us to review our Risk 

Assessment to ensure we have all the necessary safety measures in place. 

In the weeks before the end of term we had a number of classes self-isolating and during 

the Christmas break we were notified of further positive tests for both children and staff.  

We have a well-rehearsed plan for online learning. In the first instance: 

 Work for each year class will be published on Google Classroom each day from 

Monday 4th January by 9am; 

 Children should log in and complete this work each day from Monday 4th January; 

 Teachers will aim to provide feedback for the work submitted. 

Details for logging on to Google Classroom and our other online platforms can be found 

under the ‘Homework and Remote Learning’ section of the school website. Login details 

were included on the ‘Meet the Teacher’ letters that were sent home last term. 

As before, the school will be open for children where both parents are critical key workers 

and for those children considered vulnerable. If you are both critical key workers and 

require onsite provision for your child please let the school know by 8pm on Friday 1st 

January by emailing office@elmwood-jun.croydon.sch.uk with the following information: 

 Child’s name 

 Class 

 Days you require on-site provision 

 Parents employment (you may be asked to provide proof of employment) 

 Whether your child will require a school lunch 

You will receive a reply to confirm your child’s registration. 



 
FROM TUESDAY 5th JANUARY, children who have been registered for face-to face learning, 
should attend on site provision. The school day will be from 8.40am to 2.45 pm. All children 
should arrive at the main gate where they will be met by a member of staff. When 
parents/carers come to collect at 2.45pm, please buzz at the gate and your child will be 
brought to you. 
 
All children who are neither vulnerable nor have parents who are critical key workers, will 
continue to engage with remote learning till such a time as schools are allowed to fully open 
again. The expectation is that all children will be back in the classroom on 18th January. This 
is being kept under constant review by the Government. 
 
More updates will follow on the website so please check back regularly. 
 

Thank you for your support at this important time.  

Mrs A Read  

Head Teacher 

 


